Stakeholder submission

The independent COVID-19 Evaluation is keen to understand the impacts of the management of the pandemic in Ireland.  The overall objective of the COVID-19 Evaluation is to learn lessons. Lessons that can support future decision making and that can help Ireland prepare for future events.  This is your opportunity to share impacts and insights with the Evaluation, towards a holistic assessment of the pandemic response across social, educational, economic/business, public health, and human rights considerations. This can help illuminate competing sectoral policy objectives and the complexity of trade-offs. 
1.	Name of organisation	Clean Air Advocacy Ireland
2. 	Contact details Click or tap here to enter text. 
	
	
	
	


[bookmark: _Hlk197440562]3.	Which sector(s) does the work of your organisation primarily represent?	 
	health & care (including mental health)  ☒

	social ☒
	education ☒
	

	economic (business & workers)  ☒
	 human rights  ☒
	civil rights/democracy  ☐
	



	
justice ☐

	nature and environment ☒

	other, please specify ☐
	



4.	Which societal group (s) does your organisation primarily represent?
	carers or patients  ☒
	frontline workers ☒
	older people  ☐
	youth  ☒

	people with disabilities  ☒
	other vulnerable group(s) ☒
	rural/regional/local communities  ☐
	faith  ☐


	
gender  ☒

	
ethnic groups  ☐
	
LGBTI+ ☐
	other, please specify  ☐

	not applicable  ☐
	

	
	



5.	Which business sector (s) does your organisation represent?
	retail  ☐
	tourism including accommodation, pubs and restaurants  ☐

	industry  ☐
	

	distribution and transport  ☐
	agriculture  ☐
	arts and entertainment  ☐
	construction  ☐

	other, please specify  ☐

	not applicable  ☒
	
	



6.	Which of the following were the most important areas of concern or focus for your organisation during the pandemic?
	Choose up to 3 options.
	relationships, social connections and community  ☐

	mental health & well-being  ☐
	physical health  ☒

	housing and local environment  ☐
	digital engagement  ☐
	education and development  ☒


	work and time use  ☐

	financial / job security  ☐
	civil liberties, human rights & trust  ☒

	important life milestones (e.g. deaths, births)  ☐
	other, please specify  ☐





7.	Please provide a brief summary of your organisation’s submission on the impacts of the management of the pandemic. 
	It would also be helpful to highlight if your organisation was involved in direct stakeholder engagement as part of the Governments response or if your organisation assisted Government in the delivery of mitigating supports, outreach or initiatives.  
[Maximum of 1,250 words]
	In the early days of the pandemic, SARS-CoV-2 was considered to be of lower risk to children without clear scientific evidence to back this claim. The precautionary principle should have applied in face of uncertainty regarding long term sequelae. As a result, schools reopened and classroom environments gradually returned to “pre-pandemic normalcy”, i.e. there has been less emphasis on classroom ventilation and use of CO2 monitors to assess ventilation, or use of HEPA filters in classrooms to filter airborne pathogens. In addition, Covid vaccines are not easily available to the majority of children—children between 6 months and 12 yrs of age can only access vaccines through public health nurse appointments and are not routine vaccines. 
Extensive scientific research now shows that children are in fact vulnerable to SARS-CoV-2 infections, with effects lasting beyond the acute phase of infection.

We propose that to be better prepared for new pandemics, greater efforts should be made now to destigmatise and depoliticise the use of respirators. There was an opportunity at the beginning of the pandemic to upgrade ventilation and improve indoor air quality during the lockdown and holiday periods over the past 6 years. There is still work to be done on upgrading ventilation systems across public buildings, particularly schools to avoid lengthy lockdowns the next time a pandemic arrives on our shores.

Clean Air Advocacy Ireland would welcome the opportunity to discuss this submission further.
