

Stakeholder submission


The independent COVID-19 Evaluation is keen to understand the impacts of the management of the pandemic in Ireland.  The overall objective of the COVID-19 Evaluation is to learn lessons. Lessons that can support future decision making and that can help Ireland prepare for future events.  This is your opportunity to share impacts and insights with the Evaluation, towards a holistic assessment of the pandemic response across social, educational, economic/business, public health, and human rights considerations. This can help illuminate competing sectoral policy objectives and the complexity of trade-offs. 
1.	Name of organisation	CORAL Study Research Group (Royal College of Surgeons in Ireland,  Alimentary Pharmobiotic Centre, UCC ,Cork and Children’s Health Ireland, Dublin). 
2. 	Contact details Prof Jonathan Hourihane, Paediatrics and Child Health RCSI, Children’s Health Ireland, Temple St, Dublin  email: jonathanhourihane@rcsi.com  
	
	
	
	


[bookmark: _Hlk197440562]3.	Which sector(s) does the work of your organisation primarily represent?	 
	health & care (including mental health) X

	social ☐
	education ☐
	

	economic (business & workers)  ☐
	 human rights  ☐
	civil rights/democracy  ☐
	



	
justice ☐

	nature and environment ☐

	other, please specify ☐
	



4.	Which societal group (s) does your organisation primarily represent?
	carers or patients  ☒
	frontline workers ☐
	older people  ☐
	youth  ☐

	people with disabilities  ☐
	other vulnerable group(s) ☐
	rural/regional/local communities  ☐
	faith  ☐


	
gender  ☐

	
ethnic groups  ☐
	
LGBTI+ ☐
	other, please specify  ☐

	not applicable  ☐
	

	
	



5.	Which business sector (s) does your organisation represent?
	retail  ☐
	tourism including accommodation, pubs and restaurants  ☐

	industry  ☐
	

	distribution and transport  ☐
	agriculture  ☐
	arts and entertainment  ☐
	construction  ☐

	other, please specify  ☐

	not applicable  ☒
	
	



6.	Which of the following were the most important areas of concern or focus for your organisation during the pandemic?
	Choose up to 3 options.
	relationships, social connections and community  ☒

	mental health & well-being  ☐
	physical health  ☒

	housing and local environment  ☐
	digital engagement  ☐
	education and development  ☒


	work and time use  ☐

	financial / job security  ☐
	civil liberties, human rights & trust  ☐

	important life milestones (e.g. deaths, births)  ☐
	other, please specify  ☐





7.	Please provide a brief summary of your organisation’s submission on the impacts of the management of the pandemic. 
	It would also be helpful to highlight if your organisation was involved in direct stakeholder engagement as part of the Governments response or if your organisation assisted Government in the delivery of mitigating supports, outreach or initiatives.  
Paediatricians in Children’s Health Ireland and Royal College of Surgeon in Ireland and Immunologists in UCC’s Alimentary Pharmobiotic Centre established a birth cohort study  called CORAL in mid 2020, recruiting babies born in the first months of COVID-19 lockdown. This is the only such cohort anywhere in the world and it has yielded unique findings.  Data have been published at 6 months,12 months and 2 year timepoints and review at 5 years is being analysed at present.  A follow up study called FLORAL, is ongoing, studying babies born in mid 2025, supported by Research Ireland. 
Lockdown protected newborn babies very effectively from COVID-19 infection and when restrictions were lifted their COVID-19 rates predictably rose.
Lockdown helped Irish mothers breastfeed for longer than was usual in Ireland  and this  rate has been maintained in FLORAL. This is likely due to the ‘COVID-driven’ culture of blended working patterns (n person/in office and working from home) for working mothers.  In turn the children have markers of improved gut health, with more favourable gut microbial profiles. 
Lockdown also greatly decreased the normal rates of viral infection,  hospital attendances and antibiotic use in infants. These have reverted, as expected, to higher rates in FLORAL.
However, social isolation in infancy had some significant adverse social and intellectual/neurodevelopmental consequences. Some scores have recovered by 5 years but others show persisting behavioural and interpersonal problems at 5 years when the children entered formal education. 
With the CORAL and FLORAL studies, Ireland has a globally unique opportunity to lead multidisciplinary research into the long term consequences of the COVID-19 control measures used in Ireland from March 2020.   



