		Name of organisation 

	 
	CARE ALLIANCE IRELAND 

	Which sector(s) does the work of your organisation primarily represent? 

	 
	· Health & Care (including mental health)

	Which societal group(s) does your organisation primarily represent? 

	 
	· Carers or Patients

	Which business sector(s) does your organisation represent? 

	 
	· Not Applicable

	Which of the following were the most important areas of concern or focus for your organisation during the pandemic? Choose up to 3 options. 

	 
	· Relationships, Social Connection and Community
· Mental Health & Well-being

	Please provide a brief summary of your organisation’s submission on the impacts of the management of the pandemic. 

	 
	Overall the management of the pandemic in Ireland was good. Out of Covid, our organisation developed a world-leading online family carer support intervention that now supports over 10,000 family carers, at minimal cost, with solid funding from the state(HSE). State funders (Pobal,HSE) enabled our org. to pivot its activities as Covid took hold, as detailed in our full submission. This was hugely beneficial in the short term, together with limited philanthropic support, whilst we waited for longer-term state funding. We made specific submissions in the early days of the pandemic, particularly in various comms. around ‘cocooning’, that appear to have been taken on board by the authorities. We also want to express disappointment that the role played by family carers did not receive the attention it deserved. Family carers, whist appreciative of the additional efforts many health & social care workers made, also felt that their own role continued to be overlooked by the state, the media & by our society at large. When limitations were put on our society’s movements & handwashing & masks became the norm, many family carers supporting immune compromised/vulnerable family members said ‘welcome to our world’ 
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