	Name of organisation 

	 
	Irish Dental Association 

	Which sector(s) does the work of your organisation primarily represent? 

	 
	· Health & Care (including mental health)

	Which societal group(s) does your organisation primarily represent? 

	 
	· Frontline Workers

	Which business sector(s) does your organisation represent? 

	 
	· Other, please specify

	Other, please specify 

	 
	Dentistry 

	Which of the following were the most important areas of concern or focus for your organisation during the pandemic? Choose up to 3 options. 

	 
	· Relationships, Social Connection and Community
· Physical Health
· Financial / Job Security

	Please provide a brief summary of your organisation’s submission on the impacts of the management of the pandemic. 

	 
	Ireland’s dental sector faced significant challenges due to a lack of preparedness, leadership, and recognition within national emergency planning. Oral healthcare, vital to public health, was largely excluded from early communication and decision-making structures. 

Recommendations for the future include recognising dentistry as an essential service, embedding leadership in public health structures, reassessing the CDO’s role (a precise definition of the Chief Dental Officer's role would significantly benefit the incumbent by clarifying their responsibilities, empowering them to provide clear leadership and guidance, and helping to rebuild trust with the dental profession. This clarity would enable better integration of oral healthcare into national emergency planning and provide a framework for accountability and necessary support, ultimately preventing the issues experienced during the COVID-19 pandemic), establishing centralised and evidence-based communication, and ensuring financial and mental health support for dental teams. A strengthened register of practising dentists is also needed for effective coordination.  
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