		Name of organisation 

	 
	Retired Teachers Association of Ireland 

	Which sector(s) does the work of your organisation primarily represent? 

	 
	· Education

	Which societal group(s) does your organisation primarily represent? 

	 
	· Older People

	Which business sector(s) does your organisation represent? 

	 
	· Not Applicable

	Which of the following were the most important areas of concern or focus for your organisation during the pandemic? Choose up to 3 options. 

	 
	· Relationships, Social Connection and Community
· Mental Health & Well-being
· Digital Engagement

	Please provide a brief summary of your organisation’s submission on the impacts of the management of the pandemic. 

	 
	RTAI was not involved as a direct stakeholder in engagement as part of Government responses to the pandemic nor were we directly involved in the delivery of government supports or outreach initiatives. 

Management of the pandemic had direct impacts on the level of social and administrative interaction at both branch and national level of the RTAI. The Association adhered to the government advice and guidance at all times, keeping members informed at branch level and both developing and maintaining contact with the Officers of the Association to ensure a smooth transition back to normal activities as quickly as possible after the crisis came to an end.

From the outset, the Association quickly moved to online communications, introducing many retired teachers to online tools and platforms during the pandemic. 

However, lockdowns, while deemed necessary for physical wellbeing, meant that many of the older members of the Association found it difficult to return to socialising events post-pandemic. 

Maintaining close online contact with the board and officers of the Association during the years of the pandemic ensured a successful return to activities post-pandemic. 
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