		Name of organisation 

	 
	Irish Hospice Foundation 

	Which sector(s) does the work of your organisation primarily represent? 

	 
	· Health & Care (including mental health)

	Which societal group(s) does your organisation primarily represent? 

	 
	· Carers or Patients
· Frontline Workers
· Older People

	Which business sector(s) does your organisation represent? 

	 
	· Not Applicable

	Which of the following were the most important areas of concern or focus for your organisation during the pandemic? Choose up to 3 options. 

	 
	· Relationships, Social Connection and Community
· Mental Health & Well-being
· Important Life Milestones(e.g. deaths, births)

	Please provide a brief summary of your organisation’s submission on the impacts of the management of the pandemic. 

	 
	Irish Hospice Foundation (IHF) has been the national organisation dedicated to dying, death and bereavement in Ireland for nearly 40 years. Never did our work resonate more than during the pandemic.

Our submission seeks to provide accounts from people directly impacted by the dying, death and bereavement experience. It captures how IHF’s work was responsive to the evolving situation to support those facing, dying, death and bereavement.

IHF engaged in ongoing discourse with key government departments and healthcare stakeholders such as the Oireachtas COVID -19 Committee, Minister for Health, HSE Operations team, Chief Medical Officer and the COVID-19 Nursing Homes Expert Panel. The purpose was to highlight areas of concern in relation to dying, death and bereavement and how IHF could respond in terms of providing information, care and supports.

We actively engaged and supported the importance of national commemoration events with An Taoiseach’s office advocating for these events to reflect the experience across communities. 
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