		Name of organisation 

	 
	Nursing Homes Ireland 

	Which sector(s) does the work of your organisation primarily represent? 

	 
	· Health & Care (including mental health)

	Which societal group(s) does your organisation primarily represent? 

	 
	· Older People

	Which business sector(s) does your organisation represent? 

	 
	· Not Applicable

	Which of the following were the most important areas of concern or focus for your organisation during the pandemic? Choose up to 3 options. 

	 
	· Relationships, Social Connection and Community
· Physical Health
· Other, please specify

	Other, please specify 

	 
	Each of these topics are touched upon in our submission. 

	Please provide a brief summary of your organisation’s submission on the impacts of the management of the pandemic. 

	 
	Nursing Homes Ireland’s submission highlights the disproportionate impact of COVID-19 on nursing home residents and staff, who faced unprecedented risks, restrictions, and operational pressures while continuing to deliver care through a global emergency. Drawing on extensive documentation, member feedback, and official reports, the submission sets out how national decision-making prioritised hospital capacity over the safety of residents, leaving nursing homes without timely access to PPE, testing, or tailored guidance in the critical early weeks.

It also documents the extraordinary resilience of staff and the support of local communities, while emphasising the emotional toll of prolonged isolation and visiting restrictions on residents and families. The submission identifies cross-cutting lessons for future preparedness, including equitable access to resources, embedding resident voices in decision-making, stronger workforce support, and rights-based approaches to emergency planning.

NHI engaged directly and continuously with Government throughout the pandemic, pressing for clear guidance, equitable supply of PPE and testing, and emergency financial supports. We provided daily communications to nursing homes throughout. 
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