	Name of organisation 

	 
	Irish Lung Fibrosis Association 

	Which sector(s) does the work of your organisation primarily represent? 

	 
	· Health & Care (including mental health)

	Which societal group(s) does your organisation primarily represent? 

	 
	· Carers or Patients
· Older People
· People with disabilities
· Rural/Regional/Local Communities

	Which business sector(s) does your organisation represent? 

	 
	· Not Applicable

	Which of the following were the most important areas of concern or focus for your organisation during the pandemic? Choose up to 3 options. 

	 
	· Relationships, Social Connection and Community
· Mental Health & Well-being
· Physical Health

	Please provide a brief summary of your organisation’s submission on the impacts of the management of the pandemic. 

	 
	The Irish Lung Fibrosis Association is Ireland's patient representative body for people living with lung fibrosis and the community that supports them. There are approximately 5000-6000 people in Ireland with lung fibrosis, a progressive and life limiting disease that affects mostly men over the age of 60. There are approximately 1,000 new cases diagnosed each year. 

The Covid 19 pandemic had many adverse physical and mental impacts on lung fibrosis patients. Firstly our patients are a medically vulnerable population which meant that many were physically and socially isolated. The instance of anxiety and depression is 2-3 times more likely in patients with chronic lung conditions like lung fibrosis. Those patients who caught Covid and were hospitalized died at twice the rate (50%) of the general population. Additionally, there are studies now linking Covid-19 to lung fibrosis and so there is also a potential causal linkage. Finally, while there is no cure for lung fibrosis, there is hope at a new life through lung transplant. Prior to the pandemic (2019) there were a record 38 lung transplants. That number dropped to just 16 in 2020 and as of today, has not recovered. 
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