		Name of organisation 

	 
	The Alzheimer Society of Ireland 

	Which sector(s) does the work of your organisation primarily represent? 

	 
	· Health & Care (including mental health)

	Which societal group(s) does your organisation primarily represent? 

	 
	· Carers or Patients
· Frontline Workers
· Older People

	Which business sector(s) does your organisation represent? 

	 
	· Other, please specify

	Other, please specify 

	 
	Charity sector 

	Which of the following were the most important areas of concern or focus for your organisation during the pandemic? Choose up to 3 options. 

	 
	· Relationships, Social Connection and Community
· Physical Health
· Civil Liberties, Human Rights & Trust

	Please provide a brief summary of your organisation’s submission on the impacts of the management of the pandemic. 

	 
	Following the confirmation of COVID-19 cases in Ireland in late February 2020, the subsequent months were periods of transformation in terms of supports and services The Alzheimer Society of Ireland could provide nationally to people living with dementia and family carers. Social supports were closed, swiftly followed by ceasing of fundraising community activities and closure of day services and respite services. Following request from HSE to Section 39 Agencies in March 2020, ASI responded immediately, and provided a list of staff to the HSE who could be potentially available for external redeployment. Many worked as part of the HSE support to nursing homes who were dealing with significant crises. Whilst many of our core services such as homecare continued to be delivered to ensure families affected by dementia were not abandoned, others pivoted to an online format. We also saw the development of new services such as our Day Care at Home service, online support groups and expansion of our national helpline. Internal research was undertaken to assess the impact of the pandemic on people living with dementia and family carers to understand the devastating reality of caring and coping during this time, which in turn served as an e 
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