	Name of organisation 

	 
	National Disability Authority 

	Which sector(s) does the work of your organisation primarily represent? 

	 
	· Human Rights

	Which societal group(s) does your organisation primarily represent? 

	 
	· People with disabilities

	Which business sector(s) does your organisation represent? 

	 
	· Not Applicable

	Which of the following were the most important areas of concern or focus for your organisation during the pandemic? Choose up to 3 options. 

	 
	· Other, please specify

	Other, please specify 

	 
	People with disabilities 

	Please provide a brief summary of your organisation’s submission on the impacts of the management of the pandemic. 

	 
	The National Disability Authority (NDA) is the independent statutory body with a duty to provide evidence-informed advice and guidance to government on disability policy and practice and to promote the adoption and application of a Universal Design approach across all sectors.

The COVID-19 pandemic has had a disproportionate impact on disabled people in Ireland and worldwide. Disabled people were adversely affected in areas such as the closure of schools, the temporary suspension of services, such as respite, and the reduction of others, such as home support and adult day services. In the employment context, large numbers of disabled people worked in sectors adversely affected. Changes to transport schemes and out-door built environment in the post-lockdown context had adverse consequences for disabled people requiring access to these public services to go about their daily lives. 

In April 2020 NDA submitted advice to the Minister for Health and the Minister of State with special responsibility for Disability Issues on the impact of Covid-19 on persons with disabilities.
The NDA made two submissions relating to COVID-19 and disability in response to a request from the Oireachtas Special Committee on COVID-19. 
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