	Name of organisation 

	 
	Secular Franciscan Order (OFS) 

	Which sector(s) does the work of your organisation primarily represent? 

	 
	· Other, please specify

	Other, please specify 

	 
	Religion and Faith 

	Which societal group(s) does your organisation primarily represent? 

	 
	· Faith

	Which business sector(s) does your organisation represent? 

	 
	· Not Applicable

	Which of the following were the most important areas of concern or focus for your organisation during the pandemic? Choose up to 3 options. 

	 
	· Relationships, Social Connection and Community
· Civil Liberties, Human Rights & Trust
· Important Life Milestones(e.g. deaths, births)

	Please provide a brief summary of your organisation’s submission on the impacts of the management of the pandemic. 

	 
	Religion is important to the Irish people. In the latest available census figures, 85% of the population stated that they had a religious affiliation and 69% of the population identified as Roman Catholic.

Religious worship is essential to the good of society and its members, as outlined in the Irish Constitution and the European Convention on Human Rights.

The designation of religious worship as non-essential, and subsequent management of the pandemic caused great distress to our members.

Many of the restrictions were unnecessary when considered in the context of international best practice. 

The status of “essential” should apply to religious worship if emergencies of this magnitude arise in the future. 
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