		Name of organisation 

	 
	Irish College of Funeral Directing and Embalming, McGowan's Funeral Services, DJ MacNeice & Co. Funeral Supplies. PRO of Professional Embalmers' Association (during Covid 19 crisis) 

	Which sector(s) does the work of your organisation primarily represent? 

	 
	· Health & Care (including mental health)
· Social
· Education
· Human Rights
· Civil Rights/Democracy
· Other, please specify

	Other, please specify 

	 
	Death Care, Funeral Directing and Embalming (Why was this sector excluded from the above list of categories, in light of all of the deaths attributed to Covid and the additional psychological damage caused to the bereaved ) 

	Which societal group(s) does your organisation primarily represent? 

	 
	· Frontline Workers
· Other, please specify

	Other, please specify 

	 
	Death Care professionals 

	Which business sector(s) does your organisation represent? 

	 
	· Other, please specify

	Other, please specify 

	 
	Death Care, Funeral Directors/ Embalmers, education and upskilling of same. 

	Which of the following were the most important areas of concern or focus for your organisation during the pandemic? Choose up to 3 options. 

	 
	· Relationships, Social Connection and Community
· Mental Health & Well-being
· Important Life Milestones(e.g. deaths, births)

	Please provide a brief summary of your organisation’s submission on the impacts of the management of the pandemic. 

	 
	1. Numbers allowed to attend funerals caused terrible grief and sorrow for the bereaved. 
2. There was no clear decision on whether or not embalming was allowed. 
3. Why was one group of professionals invited to attend meetings with the HSE and other 
professionals were excluded from the consultation and decision processes? 
4. I was not consulted as expert in the field despite attempts to make contact.
5. Sligo Co. Council considered my mortuary facilities to have more capacity 
6. As a supplier of PPE for embalmers and funeral directors (D.J.MacNeice & Co.), our supplies 
were acquired by the HSE under compulsion, leaving us with no PPE for our regular 
customers in the funeral sector. 
7. I have spent many hours talking to bereaved people who struggle to get over the pain of not 
seeing their loved one. 
8. I actually carried out funerals of deceased persons whose families knew that their loved one 
died of e.g. cancer, but then Covid 19 was put as the cause of death on the death certificate 
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