	Name of organisation 

	 
	Irish Episcopal Conference 

	Which sector(s) does the work of your organisation primarily represent? 

	 
	· Health & Care (including mental health)
· Social
· Education
· Other, please specify

	Other, please specify 

	 
	Religious and Charitable 

	Which societal group(s) does your organisation primarily represent? 

	 
	· Faith

	Which business sector(s) does your organisation represent? 

	 
	· Other, please specify

	Other, please specify 

	 
	Charitable Organisations 

	Which of the following were the most important areas of concern or focus for your organisation during the pandemic? Choose up to 3 options. 

	 
	· Relationships, Social Connection and Community
· Education and Development
· Other, please specify

	Other, please specify 

	 
	Faith, Religious Practice and Spiritual Wellbeing 

	Please provide a brief summary of your organisation’s submission on the impacts of the management of the pandemic. 

	 
	In this submission, the Bishops seek to convey their experience of the impact on individuals, families and communities from their perspective as pastors of Roman Catholic Dioceses whose parishes, clergy and parishioners collectively account for a very substantial proportion of the population, on both sides of the Border.
Faith communities are a key element in civil society and social cohesion, and in the Church, members exercise their right to the practice of their religion. The impact of the pandemic and of the policy response on the exercise of this right is also addressed in this submission.
The Bishops seek to contribute to the objectives of this Evaluation with respect to
– identifying lessons learned and
– recommending guiding principles and processes to guide future decision-making.
The Bishops record their deep appreciation of the challenges faced by government, officials and the health system in responding to the unprecedented dilemmas created by the pandemic. The Government responded in several occasions to the request for direct engagement with the Catholic Church and the submission notes the serious effort of the Church in delivering mitigation, community outreach and support. 
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