		Name of organisation 

	 
	Sage Advocacy CLG 

	Which sector(s) does the work of your organisation primarily represent? 

	 
	· Social
· Human Rights
· Other, please specify

	Other, please specify 

	 
	Advocacy 

	Which societal group(s) does your organisation primarily represent? 

	 
	· Older People
· People with disabilities
· Other vulnerable group(s)
· Other, please specify

	Other, please specify 

	 
	Survivors of Institutional Abuse 

	Which business sector(s) does your organisation represent? 

	 
	· Not Applicable

	Which of the following were the most important areas of concern or focus for your organisation during the pandemic? Choose up to 3 options. 

	 
	· Relationships, Social Connection and Community
· Mental Health & Well-being
· Civil Liberties, Human Rights & Trust

	Please provide a brief summary of your organisation’s submission on the impacts of the management of the pandemic. 

	 
	Sage Advocacy is the National Advocacy Service for Older People. It also supports vulnerable adults, including survivors of institutional abuse and it supports healthcare patients in certain situations where no other service is available to assist. During Covid, Sage Advocacy continued to provide independent advocacy in so far as this was possible in the context of infection control measures.

Sage Advocacy, because of ongoing involvement of its frontline staff with vulnerable adults throughout Covid-19, is well placed to have a good insight into what happened and why. Sage advocates are independent of the health and social care system and well placed to make objective observations.

The following are the areas that are covered in the attached submission: 

• Nursing home care: Covid-19 challenges
• Home care supports
• Hospital discharges
• The impact of the media and reporting 
• Mental health issues 
• Overview of Sage Advocacy perspectives
• How Ireland responded to the Covid-19 crisis: Observations
• Critical overarching matters

An Appendix included contains a series of vignettes based on Sage Advocacy casework which illustrate the issues referenced in the submission. 
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